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Abstract

The research investigated the effectiveness of the faith—based learning cycle strategy in developing
scientific mindfulness and reducing science anxiety among eighth—grade students in Palestine. The
researchers followed the semi—experimental method, and the study sample consisted of two control groups
that consisted of (24) students, and an experimental one that consisted of (27) female students of the
eighth grade, and the researchers prepared two tools: scientific mindfulness scale, science anxiety scale.
The results of the research, there was difference at between the mean scores of the post application of

scientific mindfulness and science anxiety scale between the two groups for the experimental group.

Key words: Faithful learning cycle, Scientific mindfulness, Anxiety about learning science.
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Abstract

The study aimed to reveal the level of phonological awareness skills, and its relationship to the reading
performance of the third—grade female students in Khan Yunis governorate. The researcher used the descriptive
approach and the study materials and tools were: a list of phonological awareness skills, a list of reading
performance skills, a test of phonological awareness skills in both its oral and written form, and a note card of
reading performance skills prepared by the researcher. The study sample consisted of (220) third—grade students.
The results of the study showed. The results showed that third—grade students possess phonological awareness
skills at a rate of (66.7%), and reach an educationally acceptable percentage (70%), It also showed that the
percentage of female students’ possession of reading performance skills reached 73.3% for the skill of reading
fluency, while the articulation skill reached 72.4%, which is higher than the default percentage of 70%. The study
recommended that Arabic language teachers should focus on the phonemic awareness skills and reading
performance of their students. The study recommended that Arabic language teachers should focus on the

phonemic awareness skills and reading performance of their students

Keywords: phonemic awareness skills — reading performance.
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Abstract:

The current study aims to identify academic passion and its relationship to reflected glory among female students in the kindergarten department
according to the grade variable, To achieve the study objectives, the researchers built a measure of academic passion according to the theory of
"Vallerand et al., 2003", which consisted of (50) items, and a scale of glory. The reflection is based on the theory of "Cialdini" (Cialdini, 1976), which
consists of (30) items. The researchers verified the apparent validity and consistency of the academic passion scale, and calculated its stability by
the re—test method, as the reliability coefficient reached (0.950), and by the (alpha) method. Cronbach), as the stability coefficient reached (0.930),
as the researchers verified the apparent validity of the reflected glory scale and the consistency of its paragraphs, and calculated its stability by the
re—test method, as the stability coefficient reached (0.819) and by the (Vachronbach) method, as the stability coefficient reached (0.775). The
researchers applied the two scales based on the research sample of (400) female students from the Kindergarten Department / College of Basic
Education — University of Mosul. The sample was selected by the simple random stratified method, and the research data was processed by
statistical means that are appropriate to the nature and objectives of the current study. Among these methods (the t-test for one sample, the t-test
for two independent samples, Pearson's correlation coefficient), the researchers concluded that the kindergarten female students enjoy academic
passion, and they have reflected glory, and there are no differences in the relationship between academic passion and reflected glory among

kindergarten female students according to grade level.
In light of the results, the researchers made a number of recommendations and proposals.
Keywords: academic passion, reflected glory, kindergarten female students.
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Abstract

The study aimed to find out the importance of teaching vocabulary through context and structure to high school EFL Libyan
learners as well as its effectiveness. The aim of the study was also to find out the difference among the students during
teaching vocabulary through context and structure. It was qualitative—based study where classrooms observations had been
used. The participants were 60 high school students in Sebha. The findings have showed that high level students benefited
from teaching vocabulary through context whereas average and low level students benefited from teaching vocabulary
through structure. The high level students were better with the context because of the study of words in different contexts.

The average and low level students were better with the structure because of the morphological analyses of words.

Keywords: Vocabulary, Context, Structure, EFL learners
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Introduction

Using words differently in comprehension is important. It helps learners' linguistic knowledge increase and broadens their
understanding. Vocabulary is very important for language learning and its use (Naghy & Scott 2000). Using words in
different context is therefore beneficial in order to improve and develop students' vocabulary level in a language (Behlol &
Mohammad, 2011). Students may recognize and understand words when they occur in a context. However, they find
difficulty in using them correctly in other different contexts. Lack of vocabulary can lead learners to poor communication
(Balochowicz & Fisher 2000; Naghy & Scott 2000; Behlol & Mohammad, 2011). Therefore, there has been always an
attempt from curriculum designers and teachers of having better effective ways to make vocabulary more understandable to
students. For example, teachers use visual aids as to facilitate learning words. Hence, teaching vocabulary through context
and structure to high school EFL Libyan learners may be very beneficial to teachers and students.

Statement of the problem

Learning words through memorization is a challenge for a large number of students. This makes them more likely dependent
to one meaning because of the lack of exposure to different contexts and lack of communication. Therefore, such a matter
hinders students' understanding of vocabulary if it is not used communicatively.

Research questions

How is teaching vocabulary through context to high school EFL Libyan learners different from teaching vocabulary through
structure? In order to answer this question, it is important to find out in this question, how can contextualization help learners
develop and improve understanding the appropriate meaning of vocabulary.

Objectives of the study

The objective of the study is to find out the difference between teaching vocabulary through context and teaching vocabulary
through structure at high school level. It also aims to find out the difference between high, average and low level learners
who were taught vocabulary through context and structure.

Assumption of the study

To achieve the objectives of the study, it was assumed that:
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1- Teaching vocabulary through context and structure to students can be beneficial in learning words but it may not be
there a significant difference.
2—- Teaching vocabulary through context and structure may not be significantly different even if there were high level
students, low level students and average level students.
Literature Review
Context based approach of vocabulary learning assists the learners to learn more quickly rather than looking up words in the
dictionary. Contextualization helps learners to guess the meanings of the new words, which is based on teaching the
meanings of new words by having them used in different contexts (Weatherford, 1990; Behlol & Mohammad, 2011). Context
is instructional and natural. Introducing meanings of new words can be done through writing sentences where context is
instructional. Writing sentences to communicate ideas in a text can be done naturally through context (Behlol & Mohammad,
2011). To understand meanings of new words, students need to know information related to topic in which words are
embedded. Contextualization helps to explain the meanings of difficult words explaining sentences referring synonyms,
antonyms, hyponyms, definitions, which help to reach the targeted meaning (Behlol & Mohammad, 2011). Context based
approach also helps and facilitates use of words. It develops independent learning habits and promotes active learning
process where learners can solve problems, for instance. Words with different meanings, with the same spellings and
pronunciation are difficult. Therefore, they should be learnt through context. For example, the word jpen’is used as a noun
but has different meanings as in this sentence put the pen on the table and then get the goat out of the pen'. Memorizing
the meanings of the words without any context is difficult. Contextualization therefore helps learners understand the
meanings of the words that have different meanings (Naghy & Scott 2000; Behlol & Mohammad, 2011).
Teaching vocabulary through structure is based on analyzing the word morphologically (Filmore & Snow, 2000), that is,
dividing words into prefixes, roots and suffixes as to illustrate meanings. It is considered easy and practical approach of
vocabulary building (Aronoff & Fudeman, 2011; Behlol & Mohammad, 2011). The morphological features of the language
such as prefixes, suffixes, and roots help the learner to identify meanings of words. The learner does not analyze the
sentences to find out a meaning of certain word but analyzes the word to follow its meaning. Knowing the root of the word

helps learners to build up their vocabulary in logical and in sequenced way (Aronoff & Fudeman, 2011; Behlol & Mohammad,
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2011). After mastering the root of the word, there is no more difficulty to modify it as different parts of speech and build up
the vocabulary (Aronoff & Fudeman, 2011). The words which are generated by students can be recalled easily comparing
them to the words that are listened or read only. It is, therefore, necessary that students have to have opportunities to
generate new words from exercises that teachers may give (Behlol & Mohammad, 2011). For example, students might be
asked to form adjectives and adverbs from nouns or verbs. These given exercises can improve the students' vocabulary
knowledge (Naghy & Scott 2000).

Four principles have been identified for vocabulary instruction for personalizing word learning. They are related to active
development of vocabulary which requires actual use of new words in different contexts to conduct personal matters. The
students in the first principle themselves can decide what word to learn and how to learn it (Aronoff & Fudeman, 2011;
Behlol & Mohammad, 2011). The second principle requires immersing the students in the vocabulary learning where the
learners can learn different forms of vocabulary. It is done when language is not only presented to the students but
explained to them. The third principle emphasizes that word building needs intensive different exposure to language.
One-time exposure is not enough to develop rich understanding of vocabulary. It has to take place many times because
each exposure adds information about how a particular word is used in different contexts. Students have to have
opportunities to reflect on the lexical items they are learning or have learned, and to relate them to the previous knowledge.
Limiting the presentation of vocabulary during the whole academic semester or year is also required. This is because much
exposure of vocabulary may confuse students when using words in spoken and written forms (Behlol & Mohammad, 2011).
The last principle emphasizes the students' involvement in the process of learning vocabulary. They should be active
participants and collaborative in learning new vocabulary. They should be encouraged to make connection between the
lexical items they are learning or have.

e Traditional practices of vocabulary leaning are based on definition. They focus on learning meanings of words by
using a dictionary or drill (Behlol & Mohammad, 2011). Since this process does not consume time to learning
vocabulary, teachers may save time and so may students. However, students' comprehension may not be improved
and may not cultivate active vocabulary (Behlol & Mohammad, 2011). Learning through definition is not usually

helpful in integrating knowledge. Thus, background information for integrating knowledge is needed. Dictionaries are
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not always a good tool for learning meanings of new words. They do not develop the skill to personalize words and
their use in different contexts. They only enable the learner to know their meanings without knowing how to use the
right meaning in the right context (Herman & Dole, 1988). Teaching vocabulary through definition is based on
word-meaning description not on its usage (Watt, 1995). A list of words is given to students to consult a dictionary to
find meanings of words. They are not taught to contextualize words (Herman & Dole, 1988).
When students learn words, they can be recognized in spoken form, used in different contexts with correct grammatical form,
spelled correctly, and pronounced correctly (Chun, 1996; Behlol & Mohammad, 2011). Grains and Redman (1993) set
criteria for certain groupings which may help teacher to teach vocabulary and help students to learn vocabulary. They state
that words can be grouped in different ways relating to a topic, grouped as an activity or process, grouped as phonological or
stylistics patterns. They can also be grouped as words with similar meaning, items which form pairs, or have a scale
illustrating difference in degree, or items with word families, items which connect discourse forming set of idioms or
multi-word verbs (Behlol & Mohammad, 2011). The amount of practice for learning words and rigorous training of word
usage are factors leading to successful vocabulary instruction in improving reading comprehension (Mezyenski, 1983;
Aronoff & Fudeman, 2011; Behlol & Mohammad, 2011).
Research Methodology
Design of the study
Classroom observations including check list were used in this study. The observations focused on teaching vocabulary
through context and structure which was an independent variable and the students' learning of vocabulary which was a
dependent variable.
Population and sampling
The participants in this study were 60 students from two sections, that is scientific section and social section, studying in
Sebha public high schools in Aljadeed district. They were divided into two groups, A and B of first year classes. Purposive
sampling technique was applied to select the school because it was proposed by the school administration to change the
sections of the students to adjust them in two groups. 4 English language teachers also participated in the study from the

same school teaching the same students.
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The two groups were targeted in the study based on observing the processes of teaching vocabulary through context and
structure. Meanwhile, it was crucial to find out the difference between the two groups (i.e., high, low and average level
students) and how such teaching processes were effective.

Research instruments

Check list observation was designed in this study and used to find out which teaching vocabulary processes that took place
was more effective to learning vocabulary, and which best suited the students' level.

Collection and analysis of data

Each classroom observation took 40-45 minutes of total of 8 sessions. There was a check list to mark out the students'
performance when the teachers gave tasks about learning vocabulary. This check list helped to compare which group of the
students did better in either context or structure. The data which were obtained from the observations were analyzed
qualitatively. Therefore, the differences of the check list were identified and marked out for each group. Therefore, the
students who were categorized as high level students had better performance when they were taught vocabulary through
context because of the different contextualization. The other students who were categorized as average and low level
students had better performance when they were taught vocabulary through structure because of the morphological analysis
of words.

Findings of data

The findings revealed that most of the students had better performance when they were taught vocabulary through context.
These students were therefore considered as high level students. Their performance improved in the fourth session. The
average and low level students had better performance when they were taught vocabulary through structure. Their
performance improved in the fourth sessions as well.

According to a study conducted by Weatherford (1990), contextualization promotes interest in learning difficult vocabulary
because it explains their meanings. Another study conducted by Shehadeh (2005) emphasizes that the high level learners
learn more words through context, because they themselves actively participate in the learning process and build up their
vocabulary (Aronoff & Fudeman, 2011). High level students were highly motivated and performed better through

contextualization (Naghy & Scott 2000; Shehadeh, 2005; Behlol & Mohammad, 2011). However, teaching vocabulary
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through structure was found to be more effective for average and low level learners (Filmore & Snow, 2000; Behlol &
Mohammad, 2011), which support the findings of this current study. According to them, teaching vocabulary through
structure promotes interest for average and low level learners, because it focuses on the root of the word and divides it into
prefixes and suffixes (Aronoff & Fudeman, 2011; Behlol & Mohammad, 2011).

Conclusion

The study highlighted the difference between the two types of the students who were taught vocabulary through context and
structure. The findings showed that the high level students had better performance when they were taught vocabulary
through context as compared to the average and low level learners' performance who were taught vocabulary through
structure. The high level students had better performance in understanding the meanings of the words because of
contextualization. They were able to personalize word learning and recognize words in spoken and written form where
correct grammar, correct spelling, distinguish between the different meanings of the same word (e.g., pen, spring, left, bank)
and pronunciation were achieved. They are engaged in active, independent process of vocabulary learning. The average
and low students who were taught vocabulary through structure performed better when they were compared to the high level
students who were taught with the same process. The good performance that the average and low students had may be
attributed to dividing words into roots, prefixes and suffixes. They, however, were not competent enough to contextualize
words as to understand the meanings of the words through clues.

Recommendations

It is recommended that:

1) There has to be programs and workshops for training teachers to apply teaching vocabulary through context and structure
in the classroom where morphological analysis and contextualization are the focus.

2) English language teachers should design learning activities to provide their students with oral practice based on
morphological and contextual analysis of words. Besides, the learning activities should be gradable as to fit the learners'
levels.

3) Further research about this current study is needed to investigate attitude, background status of the student, level of

intelligence and gender variation.
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Abstract:

The study aimed to identify the degree of public—school principals' practice of emotional intelligence in the Irbid township
from the point of view of teachers. It consisted of three axes: "emotional management’, "empathy", and "communication’, and
its validity and reliability were confirmed. The study sample consisted of (177) male and female teachers who were chosen
randomly. The results of the study showed that the degree of public school principals' practice of emotional intelligence in
Irbid city from the point of view of the study community was (average) in all domains, with an arithmetic mean of (2.75),
and that the field of 'management of emotions" was of a (moderate) degree, with an arithmetic average. (2.33), and that the
“sympathy” domain had a (moderate) degree, with a mean of (2.85), and that the “communication” domain had a
(moderate) degree, with a mean of (3.09). The researchers also recommended 'giving the workers in the Ministry of
Education great attention to the process of directing school principals to rehabilitation and training programs in order to

enhance their level of emotional intelligence."
Keywords: Emotional Intelligence, School Principals, Teachers, Irbid, Jordan.
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Abstract

Researcher's name: Yousif Muraizeeq Hamdan Almehmadi.

Thesis title: Hudud (sanctions or crime punishments) in Islam and their role in achieving social control.
Research objective: Clarifying the relationship between Hudud in Islam and achieving social control.
Research method: The deductive and descriptive methods.

Study topics:
The first topic: Borders in Islam: their concept — types - their educational importance

The second topic: the impact of the application of hudud in Islam on achieving social control in the early

days of Islam

The third topic: the impact of the application of hudud in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia on achieving social

control
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Abstract:

The study handled the extent of inclusion of the national identity in English language textbooks for the primary
phase. The national identity is represented by three dimensions that are the Arab, Islamic and Palestinian dimensions.
Furthermore, the study searched the distribution of the national identity in English language textbooks through analyzing the
verbal content, pictures and questions in the two parts of the textbook for each phase, and it investigated the missing

indicators related to the national identity in English language textbooks as well.

Analysis is restricted to English language textbooks for the primary phase from 1st grade to 4th grade that are prepared by

the Curriculum and Textbook Development Committee of the Palestinian Ministry of Education and Higher Education.

To achieve the study aims, the researcher adopted the descriptive analytical approach, constructivism approach and seminar

style. An analysis tool to analyze the dimensions and indicators of the national identity were designed.

The study concluded that the national identity is remarkably represented in English language textbooks. The total number
of the national identity indicators is (178) which reflects the Palestinian belonging and pride as the inclusion of the
Palestinian dimension ranked first in the English language textbooks, Islamic dimension ranked second, and the Arab

dimension ranked third.

In light of results, the study recommended enriching English language syllabi by providing subjects and expressions that
entrench the national identity; varying the indicators and expressions related to the national identity in curricula specially the
primary phase as it establishes the students' attitudes and learning in these stages represents the core stone of

acquisition of learning, and conducting more studies related to national identity and its dimensions
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Introduction:

Quality and importance of the education is increasing day by day as it plays a great role in everyone’s life by building
personality, improving knowledge and skills and providing feeling of wellbeing of a person. Education has been divided into
three categories in Palestine as Primary education, Preparatory education and Secondary education.

curriculum is increasingly viewed as foundational to educational reforms aimed at the achievement of high quality
learning outcomes. The curriculum represents a conscious and systematic selection of knowledge, skills and values. More
broadly, the curriculum is also understood as a political and social agreement that reflects a society’s common vision while
taking into account local, national and global needs and expectations( Stabback, 2016). Accordingly, textbooks are de facto
curricula (McGrath, 2002) which implicitly or explicitly represent certain specific reasoning about what education is. Learning
a language involves learning different aspects of cultural values over certain sociolinguistic, cultural and ideological
dimensions (Wang, 2016).

In addition, Textbooks are often the main teaching resource in the classroom: they determine the content, the
methodology and the learning process. Teachers and students tend to rely heavily on textbooks as the center of instruction.
The Palestinian English language curriculum is realized in the English for Palestine series of textbooks, which marks the first
time the Palestinian people have had control over their educational destiny. From 1948, when Israel became a state and the
West Bank fell under Jordanian control and the Gaza Strip fell under Egyptian control, Palestinian students studied the
English language through the lens of Jordanian and Egyptian textbooks and cultural values, and those residing from now on

in Israel fell under the Israeli educational system. (Dajani, 2009).

The lIsraeli educational system has been used as a tool to reshape the Arab Palestinian identity of the Palestinians
living inside Israel within the 1948 borders. It has been used as a tool for brainwashing and distorting history and identity to
eliminate their national identity. Applying the same educational system in occupied East Jerusalem is a very dangerous step.
The identity of Palestinians in East Jerusalem is based on religion, language and history (Basit, 2018), but Foster's study
(2007) investigated how the people living in historic Palestine, what is called today Israel, Gaza and the West Bank,
transitioned from a politically passive community to a nation seeking self-determination. The researcher accounted for the

emergence of Palestinian nationalism, beginning in the 1910s throughout the 1920s and 1930s. The main argument of this
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study is that the Palestinian national identity developed not as an accidental product of external historical developments (e.g.
Zionism or British colonialism), but rather through a directed effort by the Palestinian intellectual class to endow the ethnic

community with a Palestinian national consciousness.

Since education is an essential tool with which to build the human character, identity and future, the researcher tackled this
issue through searching the degree of inclusion of the national identity in English language curriculum for the lower primary

phase and she provided other previous studies that handled this issue:

Subheyyin et al. (2017) handled the national values that should be included in the textbooks of social studies for
the upper-primary stage grades in Jordan; and the degree of their inclusion in those books. The study used a
descriptive—analytical approach. The results showed that the total number of the national values contained in the books of
social studies for the upper—-primary stage grades in Jordan was (319). The most frequently used national value was
(national pride) which appeared (66) times. The results also showed that some national values were repeated in the content
of these books for a reasonable number of times, while other national values were repeated from (0 — 2) times only. In the
light of those results, the study recommends paying attention to the national values that were not available; benefiting from

the national values enclosed in the study tool and conducting further studies on this topic for other stages and subjects.

Alsoudi's study (2017) ) investigated features of Jordanian cultural identity in Islamic education books for secondary and
basic stages in Jordan. For achieving the goals of the study, the researcher analyzed the content of (23) books, and
prepared an analysis list that included a number of sub—elements distributed on general domains.. The results indicated that
the total of frequencies related to the features of Jordanian culture identity were (589). The most frequencies appeared in
the domain of culture components (166) with ratio of (28.1%), followed by the domain of national cooperation's with (113)
frequencies and ratio of (19.1%). The domain of Jordanian geography was (111) frequencies and ratio of (19%), then the
domain of history and genesis with (109) frequencies and ratio of (18.5%). the domain of current Jordanian role comes after
with (54) frequencies and ratio of (92%).The least domain was the Hashemite leadership with (36) frequencies and ratio of
(6-1%). Most of frequencies were in the 10th grade book with (178) frequencies and ratio of (30.2%). The least frequencies
were in the 8th grade book with (7) ) frequencies and ratio of (1.2%).

Iskandar's study (2016) aimed at identifying expatriation of the university students, the national identity and the relation
between expatriation and the national identity according to university students. The study concluded that university students
do not experience expatriation and they have the sense of the national identity. In addition, the study concluded that there is

a correlative inverse relationship between expatriation and the national identity.
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Wang's study (2016) attempted to critically examine the discourse in language textbooks, specifically those used for
Chinese as a foreign—-language education in Mainland China, in order to reveal the national identity embedded in them.
Drawing on a corpus—based analysis, this study found the frequency of referring to “nation” in relation to China far exceeded
that of other countries, indicating that aspects of Chinese national identity may be emphasized and foregrounded.
Furthermore, content analysis revealed five major aspects of national identity in the textbook, forming part of the social and
cultural knowledge that only native speakers could be expected to have. The study found that current Chinese as a foreign
language textbooks contain a large part of the learning content involves topics pertaining to Chinese moral and civic

education, which may not be of the interests for international language learners.

Hung (2014) searched Teachers’ Perceptions of National Identity in the English and Taiwanese Citizenship Curricula
whether it is civic or ethnic nationalism; the researcher examined and compared the hotly debated issue of national identity
in the Taiwanese and English citizenship curricula and the extent to which schoolteachers’ perceptions fall in line with the
written curriculum. In addition, the researcher described the background to the evolution of national identity in each country.
Following this preliminary understanding, the theory of civic—ethnic nationalism is used as the criterion to examine the nature
of nationalism underlying the curriculum. The study concluded that there is a gap between CE teachers’ viewpoints and the
national curriculum and compared to the nature of negotiation and compromise in the curriculum construction, interviewed
CE teachers exhibit a less reserved, or at times more progressive attitude towards the issues regarding national identity in

the curriculum.

Osler's study (2011) analyzed the official citizenship curriculum for England and reports on qualitative research
with teachers, designed to explore their perceptions of the curriculum and their students’ needs as learner-citizens. The
teachers reflect on local, national, European, and global dimensions of citizenship. Expressing concern about the
ethno-nationalistic attitudes of some students, they work to engage with and extend students’ experiences. The article
proposed education for cosmopolitan citizenship to meet students’ needs, whether their affinities are apparently fixed or

flexible; local; national; global; or multiple.

Makkawi's study(2004) explored the process of national identity development, and closely related themes among
Palestinian student activists in the Israeli universities. Informed by the tradition of social identity theory. Qualitative inquiry
was conducted with an intensity sample of 35 Palestinian student activists attending the major five Israeli universities.
Grounded theory analysis was conducted on the open-ended interviews, document analysis and field observation revealed
five dominant themes, which characterize Palestinian student activist. Findings reinforce the vital role of the student
movement as a national socialization context in light of the continuing Israeli hegemonic practices over Palestinian formal

education.
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Accordingly, it can be noticed the scarcity of studies that handled the national identity in the Palestinian school curricula, and
in this context no one can deny the potential role of the school curriculum in the creation of a national identity and national
unity, especially for the primary phases and for English curricula as English language is the international medium of

communication in this age.

Besides, the Palestinian case is a special one; it reveals a great deal about the politics of education as it sheds light on
both the internal and external ideological battles that take place. It demonstrates that not only is education itself political, but
international aid and support for education are also political, and education plays a fundamental and crucial role in fostering
social and political change. Therefore, the researcher conducted this study detect and analyze the national identity

dimensions in English language textbooks for the primary phase to be taken into consideration when developing curricula.

The Study Problem:
The study problem is stated in the following major question:

'"To what extent do English language textbooks adopt the national identity dimensions?'.

The following sub—questions are derived from the major question?
1. What are the national identity indicators included in English language textbooks of the primary phase?
2. To what extent are the national identity indicators distributed in English language textbooks of the primary phase?
3. To what extent are the national identity indicators distributed in the two parts of English language textbooks and their
units?
4. To what extent are the national identity indicators distributed in the verbal content of English language textbooks, its
pictures and its questions?

5. What are the missing indicators related to the national identity in English language textbooks?

The Study Purpose:
This study aims at identifying:
1. Meaning of the national identity.
2. Technique of distributing the national identity indicators in English language textbooks for the primary phase.
3. Mechanism of dividing the national identity indicators in the two parts of English language textbooks and their units.
4. Way of allocating the national identity across the content of English language books, its pictures and its questions.
5. The missing indicators related to the national identity in English language textbooks?
The Study Significance:

The study significance stems from that it:

135



drwaillg dugupill Alwlyall aga)liw dlaa (o (02023 plel grigy (2) aaell
|

1. Handles a subject that is worthy to be searched which is the issue of identity and belonging including its Arab,
Islamic and Palestinian aspects as this issue is considered as a pivotal issue for the Palestinian people.
2. Introduces a feedback for curricula designers about the identity issues and the extent of including them in English
language textbooks, the matter that contributes to improve and enrich the curricula in the future.
3. Provides details about the subject of identity in the textbooks, in a way that urges the educational supervisor to
guide teachers to the importance of emphasis on identity while doing supervision tasks.
4. Presents the national identity indicators in addition to an analysis tool for it, in which it helps other researches to
search other related aspects of the subject.
The Study Delimitations:
Analysis is restricted to English language textbooks for the primary phases from 1% grade to 4™ grade including the two parts

of the books, for the year 2023.

Definition of Terms:

Identity: identity is the qualities, beliefs, personality, looks and/or expressions that make a person (self-identity) or group
(particular social category or social group). The process of identity can be creative or destructive (James, 2015).

National Identity: The expression of one's national identity seen in a positive light is patriotism which is characterized by
national pride and positive emotion of love for one's country. The extreme expression of national identity is chauvinism,
which refers to the firm belief in the country's superiority and extreme loyalty toward one's country (Ashmore et al., 2001: P.
74-75).

The procedural definition for the national identity is presented by the researcher by the for dimensions: the Arab dimension,

the Islamic dimension and the Palestinian dimension.

The Study Methodology:
The researcher used approaches adopted by Al ~Agha and Al-Ostaz (2013):

- Descriptive Analytical Approach: quantitative content analysis was used to determine the degree of inclusion of
dimensions and indicators in English language textbooks for the lower primary phase.

- Constructivism Approach: It was used to identify the dimensions and indicators of the national identity that should
be included in English language textbooks for the lower primary phase. Educational literature and previous studies
related to national identity were reviewed. An open question was addressed to a number of specialists in curricula of
lower primary phase in addition to other teachers, the question is: What are dimensions and indicators of the national
identity that are needed for the lower primary phase? Hence, a preliminary list of national identity dimensions was

determined.
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- Seminar Style: It was conducted through inviting a group of specialists and experts who participated in the process
of designing curricula of the lower primary phase. The preliminary list of national identity dimensions were distributed

and discussed, and finally, a list of national identity dimensions and indicators was determined.

The Study Population:

The study population consisted of English language textbooks for the lower primary phase in Palestine form the
1t grade to the 4" grade that are prepared by the Curriculum and Textbook Development Committee of the
Palestinian Ministry of Education and Higher Education, it included the two parts of the books ( 18 semester and the
nd semester). The analysis included all the pages and unites of the textbooks focusing on the analysis of the

content, pictures and questions related the national identity.

The Study Tools:
- An analysis tool was designed to analyze the national identity dimensions and indicators that are included in English

language textbooks for the lower primary phase.

- The national identity dimensions consisted of three major dimensions:
1. Arab dimension of the national identity.
2. Islamic dimension of the national identity.
3. Palestinian dimension of the national identity.
- The analysis category is textbooks, pictures and questions included in the English curricula.
The Study Validity:
A list of national identity dimensions was presented to a number of referees at the Palestinian universities in Gaza in
the field of education, in addition to educational supervisors and teachers of the primary phase. In light of their points
of view, the tool was evaluated and determined.
Identifying the steps of analysis process:
- Accurate reading for the pages of each book that is stated for the analysis process.
- Dividing each page into items in which each item or group of items represent one idea.
- Identifying ideas that include the national identity indicators.
- Classifying each idea according to analysis categories stated by content analysis tool.
- Calculating frequencies of national identity indicators and their percentages of each category of content analysis
categories.

Validity and reliability of analysis:
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The researcher ensured analysis validity through adopting the procedural definition of each dimension of the national identity
dimensions; examples related to national identity were presented .
To ensure analysis reliability, the following procedures were followed:
—The researcher analyzed the first unit of each book of the books mentioned in the study population, Then, the researcher
re—analyzed the analysis 3 weeks later. The compatibility ratio between the first and second analysis was 95%. The
researcher found that compatibility ratio is suitable to conduct the study.
The Study Procedures:
To achieve the study objective, the researcher followed the following procedures:
. Identifying national identity procedures that were suggested to be included in English language textbooks for the
lower primary phase.
.2 Preparing an appropriate analysis tool, in addition to preparing an analysis form that consisted of the indicators of the
suggested national identity dimensions and their frequencies.
3- Analyzing the content of English language textbooks for the lower primary phase in light of national identity indicators
after checking validity and reliability of analysis process.
4- Determining frequencies of each indicator and each dimension of the national identity included in English language
textbooks for the lower primary phase.
5- Estimating sequence and balance of the national identity indicators and dimensions in English language textbooks.
6— Analyzing the study results and discussing them.
7- Formulating recommendations in light of the study findings, then suggesting complementary studies related to the current
study field.
Interpretation of Results and Discussion:
The answer of the first question which is:
What are the indicators of national identity included in English language textbooks of the primary phase?
The indicators of national identity provided in English language textbooks are represented by the verbal content, pictures and
questions in light the Arab, Islamic and Palestinian dimensions as shown in the following table:

Table (1)

National Identity Indicators in English Language Textbooks

Indicator Content Picture Question Total
Jerusalem 4 3 5 12
Al- Agsa Mosque 0 5 5 10
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Dome of the Rock 1 8 0 9
Palestinian cities 11 20 30 61
Palestinian flag 0 13 0 13
Palestinian monument 0 6 0 6
Palestinian heritage 0 3 0 3
Ibrahimi mosque 0 5 5 10
Mosque 0 11 4 15
Arab countries 3 0 4 7
Palestinian map 0 6 0 6
The word 'Palestine’ 5 0 15 20
as a country
Holy Quran 0 2 0 2
Religion 0 0 4 4
Grand Total 24 82 72 178

The table above show the number of indicators included in English language textbooks for the lower primary phase which
are (178). The content is represented by (24) indicators, pictures are represented by (81) indicators and questions are
represented by (72) indicators. Furthermore, Palestinian cities as an indicator ranked first, (11) indicators of content, (20)
indicators of pictures and (30) indicators of questions. While the Holy Quran as an indicator ranked the lowest one and

represented by one picture.

The answer of the second, third and fourth questions that are:

2. To what extent are the national identity indicators distributed in English language textbooks of the primary
phase?

3. To what extent are the national identity indicators distributed in the two parts of English language textbooks and
their units?

4. To what extent are the national identity indicators distributed in the verbal content of English language

textbooks, its pictures and its questions?

139



drwaillg dugupill Alwlyall aga)liw dlaa (o (02023 plel grigy (2) aaell
|

Table (2)

Distribution of National Identity Indicators in English Language Textbooks for the Lower Primary Phase

Indicator Arab Islamic Palestinian Grand
Grade | Part | Content | Picture | Question | Content | picture | Question | Content | Picture | Questio | Total

n

First 1 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0 1
2" 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 1 0

Total 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 2 0 2

Second | 1t 0 0 0 1 9 2 0 8 0 20

2" 0 0 0 0 4 0 2 16 2 24

Total 0 0 0 1 13 2 2 24 2 44

Third 1 0 0 0 1 0 0 0 3 29 33

2" 2 3 5 1 2 1 7 7 7 35

Total 2 3 5 2 2 1 7 10 36 68

Fourth 1 0 0 0 2 4 8 0 0 5 19

2" 0 0 0 2 8 4 6 16 9 45

Total 0 0 0 4 12 12 6 16 14 64

Grand Total 2 3 5 7 27 15 15 52 52 178

10 49 119

The table shows:
1. The total of the National identity indicators included in the English language textbooks is (178),
and they are distributed as follow:
- English language book for the 1° grade includes (2) indicators of the National identity.
- English language book for the 2™ grade includes (44) indicators of the National identity.
- English language book for the 3™ grade includes (68) indicators of the National identity.
- English language book for the 4™ grade includes (64) indicators of the National identity.

Hence, the books are categorized by priority:

- English language book for the 3™ grade ranked first.
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- English language book for the 4™ grade ranked second.
- English language book for the 2™ grade ranked third.

- English language book for the 1% grade ranked fourth.

2. The total of National indicators in the first part of English language book is (73) indicators

distributed as follow:

The first part in English language book for the 1% grade includes (1) indicator of the National
identity.
- The first part in English language book for the 2™ grade includes (20) indicators of the
National identity.
- The first part in English language book for the 3™ grade includes (33) indicators of the
National identity.
- The first part in English language book for the 4™ grade includes (19) indicators of the
National identity.
Therefore , the books are categorized by priority:
- English language book for the 3™ grade ranked first.
- English language book for the 2™  grade ranked second.
- English language book for the 4™  grade ranked third.

- English language book for the 1 grade ranked fourth.

3. The total of National indicators in the second part of English language book is (105) indicators
distributed as follow:
- The second part in English language book for the 1% grade includes (1) indicator of the
National identity.
- The second part in English language book for the 2™ grade includes (24) indicators of the
National identity.
- The second part in English language book for the 3™ grade includes (35) indicators of the
National identity.
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- The second part in English language book for the 4™ grade includes (45) indicators of the

National identity.

Hence, the books are categorized by priority:
- English language book for the 4" grade ranked first.
- English language book for the 3™ grade ranked second.
- English language book for the 2™ grade ranked third.

- English language book for the 1% grade ranked fourth.

4. The total of indicators related to the Arab identity in English language books is (10) indicators

divided as follows:

- English language book for the 1® grade includes (0) indicator related to the Arab identity.
- English language book for the 2" grade includes (0) indicator related to the Arab identity.
- English language book for the 3™ grade includes (10) indicators related to the Arab identity.
- English language book for the 4™ grade includes (0) indicator related to the Arab identity.
Accordingly , the books are categorized by priority:

- English language book for the 3™ grade ranked first.

- English language book for the 1% grade ranked second.

- English language book for the 2"  grade ranked third.
- English language book for the 4™  grade ranked fourth.

5. The total of indicators related to the Islamic identity in English language books is (49) indicators
divided as follows:
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- English language book for the 1 grade includes (0) indicator related to the Islamic identity.
- English language book for the 2™ grade includes (16) indicators related to the Islamic
identity.
- English language book for the 3™ grade includes (5) indicators related to the Islamic identity.
- English language book for the 4™ grade includes (28) indicators related to the Islamic

identity.

Accordingly , the books are categorized by priority:
- English language book for the 4™  grade ranked first.
- English language book for the 2™ grade ranked second.
- English language book for the 3™ grade ranked third.
- English language book for the 1  grade ranked fourth.
6. The total of indicators related to the Palestinian identity in English language books is (119)
indicators divided as follows:
- English language book for the 1® grade includes (2) indicators related to the Islamic identity.
- English language book for the 2" grade includes (28) indicators related to the Islamic
identity.
- English language book for the 3™ grade includes (53) indicators related to the Islamic
identity.
- English language book for the 4™ grade includes (36) indicators related to the Islamic

identity.

Therefore , the books are categorized by priority:
- English language book for the 3  grade ranked first.
- English language book for the 4" grade ranked second.
- English language book for the 2™ grade ranked third.

- English language book for the 1% grade ranked fourth.
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—7The total of National indicators included in the content of English language book is (24) indicators

divided as follows:

The content of English language book for the 1 grade includes (0) indicator of the National
identity.
- The content of English language book for the 2" grade includes (3) indicator of the National
identity.
- The content of English language book for the 3™ grade includes (11) indicator of the National
identity.
- The content of English language book for the 4™ grade includes (10) indicator of the National
identity.
Consequently , the books are categorized by priority:
- English language book for the 3™ grade ranked first.
- English language book for the 4™ grade ranked second.
- English language book for the 2™ grade ranked third.
- English language book for the 1  grade ranked fourth.
—8The total of pictures in English language books that include indicators of the National identity is (82)
divided as follow:
- Pictures of English language book for the 1° grade include (2) indicators of the National
identity.
- Pictures of English language book for the 2" grade include (37) indicators of the National
identity.
- Pictures of English language book for the 3™ grade include (15) indicators of the National
identity.
- Pictures of English language book for the 4" grade include (28) indicators of the National
identity.
So , the books are categorized by priority:
- English language book for the 2™ grade ranked first.
- English language book for the 4™ grade ranked second.
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- English language book for the 3™ grade ranked third.

- English language book for the 1% grade ranked fourth.

—9The total English language books questions that include indicators of the National identity is (72)
distributed as follow:
- Questions of English language books for the 1 grade include (0) indicator of the National
identity.
- Questions of English language book for the 2™ grade include (4) indicators of the National
identity.
- Questions of English language book for the 3™ grade include (24) indicators of the National
identity.
- Questions of English language book for the 4™ grade include (26) indicators of the National

identity.

Thus , the books are categorized by priority:
- English language book for the 3™ grade ranked first.
- English language book for the 4™ grade ranked second.
- English language book for the 2" grade ranked third.

- English language book for the 1 grade ranked fourth.

The answer of the fifth question which is:
What are the missing indicators related to the national identity in English language textbooks?
There are many indicators related to national identity indicators and its dimensions that are missing in
English language curricula such as:

- Independence day

- Month of Ramadan

- Names of Allah

- Religious facts
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- Palestinian Children 's Day

- Refugees camps

- Palestinian geographical places

- Occupation

- Palestinian captives

- Our prophet Muhammed peace be upon him

- Karama battle

- Nakba

- Name of companions

- Mecca and Al- Madina

- Yasser Arafat

- Eid Al- Fitr and Al-Adha

- Sabra and Shatila

- Al- Agsa Intifada

- Massacre of Deir Yasin

- Palestinian martyrs

- Gaza wars

- Palestinian injures

Discussion and Conclusion:

It clear that the national identity is remarkably represented in English language textbooks which reflects
the Palestinian belonging and pride as the inclusion of Palestinian dimensions in the English language text
books ranked first, Islamic dimension ranked second and Arabic ranked third. To confirm, Foster's study
(2007) indicated that the Palestinian national identity developed not as an accidental product of external
historical developments, but rather through a directed effort by the Palestinian intellectual class to endow
the ethnic community with a Palestinian national consciousness, in addition to Makkawi's study (2004)
that indicated the vital role of the student movement as a national socialization context in light of the
continuing Israeli hegemonic practices over Palestinian formal education.
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National identity indicators are focused for the third grade in comparison with other grades as it includes
(68) indicators. There are just (2) indicators, which is a small number, in the textbook of the first grade
since they are children and the most effective way for children to learn, specially in the first grade, is

pictures that attract them and stick to their mind.

The second part of the book incIudes(lOS) indicators, while (73) indicators are included in the first one, it

should be a balance between the two part of English language textbooks.

third grade include (10) indicators related to Arab dimension and( 5) indicators related to Islamic
dimension, while the they are not included in the first grade textbooks which means there is no sequence

or integration between the distribution of indicators in the different grades.

Questions as an indicator ranked first (82), content as an indicator ranked second (24), and pictures as an
indicator ranked third (2). There is no balance in the distribution of the indicators. Textbooks must be
enriched with Pictures as they have a great influence on children; they affect the learning process
positively and in these phases, the first graders move slowly from a world of play into a world of symbols

and concepts.

For the first grade, the total of national identity indicators is (2) the number of the Arab indicators is (0)
the number of the Islamic indicators is (0), indicators' number related to content and questions is (0).
Consequently, it quite clear that the first grade syllabi requires an enrichment with more indicators as they
are considered the base for learning. Students need to be established to build their character and to instill

the sense of nationalism and Arabism and to raise their Islamic awareness.

The study is strongly compatible with the studies of Subheyyin et al (2017), Alsoudi (2017) and Wang
(2016). They handled the national identity through analyzing textbooks' content, while other studies

investigated the national identity form other perspectives.

147



drwaillg dugupill Alwlyall aga)liw dlaa (o (02023 plel grigy (2) aaell
|

Finally, enhancing the national identity dimension in curricula is a way for the students to investigate their true inner essence,
so they will come to a sense of knowingness of who they really are. In this way, they can obtain the sense of belonging in
terms of culture and nationality, as well as the sense of self-recognition and acceptance from their country and society.
Thereby the national identity is formed gradually. Another important component of education, English education mainly
deals with the issues related to culture; It is helpful to foster students’ national feelings and to enhance students' humane
accomplishment by implementing cultural identity education and express their national identity. This fusion enables the

students to have a more profound understanding about their identity and create awareness toward it.

Recommendations:
In light of the results, the researcher recommended the following:
1. Enhancing the national identity in the teaching process through conducting training courses for teachers and
educational supervisors about techniques of implementing the expressions related to national identity.
2. Enriching English language syllabi by providing subjects and expressions that entrench the national identity as it is an
international language and it helps students to introduce their identity and culture to the other world.
3. Taking into consideration the balance and sequence of the used expressions and indicators in the two parts of the
books.
4. Varying indicators and expressions related to the national identity in curricula specially the primary phase as it
establishes the students' attitudes.
5. Conducting evaluative programs and studies to search the effect of national identity expressions on students
character.
6. Enriching the textbooks of the first grades with different indicators as learning in these stages represents the core
stone of acquisition of learning

7. Conducting more studies related to national identity and its dimensions.

Suggestions:
The suggested the following further studies:
1. The extent of inclusion of national identity dimensions in English language curricula for the upper phases.

2. The extent of inclusion of national identity dimensions in Arabic, science, religion or other course.
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3. The attitude of English language teachers towards the issue inclusion of national identity dimensions in English
curricula.

4.  Teachers' perceptions of national identity dimensions in the English Curricula.
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Abstract:

This study aimed at identifying the work domains for the educational supervisors in the light of the concept of e-learning from the
perspective of educational supervisors in the southern region in the light of some variables. In order to achieve the study objectives, the
researcher developed a questionnaire that consisted of (39) items; its validity and reliability were verified. The questionnaire was applied
to a sample that consisted of (130) male and female educational supervisors in the southern region. After applying the study instrument,
the results revealed that the estimations of the study sample individuals about the work of educational supervisors in the light of the
concept of e—learning were high and for all the domains. The domain of (planning) was in the first place, followed by the domain of
(professional development), then the domain of (designing), while the domain of (evaluation and communication) was in the last place.
The results revealed that there are statistically significant differences in the responses of the educational supervisors towards the
domains of educational supervisors work in the light of e-learning in the domain of (professional development) attributed to the variable
of (educational qualification) in favor of (bachelor degree and diploma), while the results revealed that there are no differences in the
variables of (gender, years of experience In the light of the results of the study, the researchers recommended the importance of
implementing a number of training programs specialized in technology and its applications for educational supervisors in order to change

their attitudes and increase their knowledge and skills in implementing their new fields of work in light of the concept of e-learning.

Key words: work domains of the educational supervisor, e-learning, educational supervisors, the southern region.
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Abstract:

The study aimed at investigation the current situation of employment frustration phenomenon among academicians in
Yemeni governmental universities and its relationship with their employment connection. The study followed the descriptive
approach. The main instrument of the study was a questionnaire of two sections. The first section measured employment
frustration degree, and the second section measured employment connection degree. The questionnaire was administered
to a random sample of (360) academicians, who work in some Yemeni universities. Results showed that employment
frustration level among academicians was high, while their employment connection level was moderate. In addition, there
were statistically significant differences between the mean scores of the sample responses according to gender variable
favoring males. Also, such differences were not available according to employment variable. Moreover, there is a statistically
significant effect for employment frustration on employment connection. The study recommended that a scientific system
should be set and arranged in order to assure that an environment appropriate for university work is maintained in order to
contribute to making a positive, common, and joint response to enhance academic society resistance against employment

frustration feelings to increase their employment connection level.

Keywords: Employment frustration, employment connection, academic society, and governmental universities.
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Abstract

This study aimed to determine the effect of implementing information gap tasks in Libyan EFL

English classrooms on students' speaking performance. 30 high school students studying English at Sebha schools were
given a standardized test as to have a homogenous research subjects. Only 20 students were selected and divided randomly
into two equal groups, an experimental group and a control group, based on having scores above one standard deviation and
below the mean . Then, an oral pre-test, conducted through interviewing the students, was administered to both groups to
determine their level of speaking. Some based-communicative information—gap tasks, which were adopted from Levy and
Murgatroyd (2009), were applied in 20 lesson plans. Tasks of eight treatment sessions were presented to the experimental
group and four other for evaluation and testing during the last twenty and twenty five minutes of the class time. The standard
speaking test was administered to both groups as a post-test for result analysis. The results showed that the oral
performance of the experimental group was better than the control group in the interview test. Implementing information—gap
tasks in Libyan EFL classes is recommended as an integral part of the syllabus in many high schools.

Key words: Communicative language teaching, information—gap tasks, speaking, Libyan EFL Classroom

Introduction methods', which is related to language

Language is used for communication structure and content.

purposes where individuals use it to i i i
Information—gap is an output process in

receive and transfer messages. It ma
¢ y which a task can be completed by

also be used it to express ideas and . o ) i
obtaining missing information. It provides

feelings towards each other. Therefore, . o o
practicing specific linguistic areas as well

communication should be taken into L . .
as more communicative drills (Watamnl &

t in the field of English EFL,
account in the field of English as an Gholami, 2012). According to Ur (1996),

which is necessary for EFL learners to i i o
information—gap activities and tasks make

practice speaking as much as they can. . i i
students participate actively in the process

According to Stevick (as cited in Fauziati,
2002, p. 126) "speaking refers to the gap

between linguistic expertise and teaching

Statement of the problem
Libyan EFL learners experience difficulties
in speaking English in high schools. For
example, many students are pushed
towards memorizing a dialog or a piece of

conversation in order to speak.

of language learning, which may result in
increasing students' motivation to learn

English (Watamni & Gholami, 2012).

Meanwhile, such a matter may make them
lack motivation. Hence, the problem
indicates that these learners need to have
effective activities which help them
produce the

language.  Therefore,

information—gap activities may help these
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students to communicate with their peers
in classroom and increase their motivation

towards speaking as well.

Research questions

In order to investigate the role of
implementing information—gap tasks in
Libyan English classrooms, the following
questions were developed.

1- Do implementing information—gap
tasks in Libyan English classrooms affect
the students' oral performance to speak
English?

2- To what extent do implementing
information—gap tasks in Libyan English
classrooms affect the students' speaking

skill?

Objectives of the study
The study attempts to investigate the
impact of information—gap activities on
improving high school students' oral
performance in English. It also focuses on
the students' motivation when employing

these activities.

Hypotheses of the study

It is hypothesized that:
1. Implementing information—gap activities
can help high school EFL students
improve their speaking skill when they
perform oral tasks.
2. Information—gap activities can make the
students motivated towards speaking and
collaborative with each other.

Literature Review
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One of the most characteristic aspects of
communicative language teaching is that it
pays systematic attention to "functional as
well as structural aspects of language"
(Littlewood, 1983, p.1) Richards and
Rodgers (2000) maintain that for some,
communicative language teaching means
littlte more than an integration of
grammatical and functional teaching. For
others, it means that in problem solving
tasks, for example, learners work in pairs

or groups using available language

resources it (Watamni & Gholami, 2012).

There are two distinctions for version of

communicative language teaching
according to Howatt (1984), Watamni and
Gholami (2012), strong and weak. The
latter has become more or less standard
practice emphasizes the importance of
providing learners with opportunities to
use language for communicative
purposes. It attempts to integrate activities
into a wider program of language
teaching. On the other hand, the strong
one advances the claim that language is
learned through communication. If the
weak version is described as learning to
use English, the strong one entails
learning it (Howatt, 1984; Watamni &

Gholami, 2012).

According to Yule (1985), CLT is
characterized by organizing lessons
around concepts such as asking for things

in different social contexts, rather than the
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form of tenses in different sentences.
Watamni and Gholami (2012) define CLT
'as second language teaching in which
communicative competence is the aim of
the course" (as cited in Johnson & Morrow

1981, p.56)

Speakers use communicative strategies
for communication which are related to
communicative approaches and methods
(Chastain, 1988). EFL learners may try to
involve themselves in communication but
they find it difficult because they lack
communicative competence and linguistic

competence (Littlewood, 1984).

There are  several communicative
processes and activities for improving
learners oral performance of different
levels (Allen, 1983), which may be of
several different types, but all share
certain similar features, and the teacher
should have them structured in particular
design to guarantee achieving the
objectives of the activity (Chastain, 1988).
Communicative  activites  such  as
role—play, communication games,
discussion and debates, problem solving,
and information gap assist EFL learners
enhance speaking skill (Watamni &

Gholami, 201 2).

Information—gap tasks are amongst many
communicative activities which can be
very popular for those who try to practice

CLT procedures in classrooms. They are
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used to assist students use the language
where they can convey messages and
receive them (Watamni & Gholami, 2012).
Such activities encourage learners to
focus on meaning not form. In other
words, it makes students to accomplish a
task through using the language while
concentrating on meaning rather than on

structure (Watamni & Gholami, 2012).

Information gap is seen as 'a basic
concept in contemporary methodology"
(Watamni & Gholami, 2012, as cited in
Swan, 1985, p. 94). When one student
talks to his/her peer, it is important to
transfer the gap of the new information
between them (Swan, 1985). This can be
done by assigning exercises in which half
of the class, for instance, are provided
with data to which the other half do not
have access to; those who lack the
information then have to obtain it by using
the language appropriately (Watamni &

Gholami, 2012).

Information—gap activities are based on
understanding information from a partner
and then transmitting it back (Ur, 1996).
Larsen-Freeman (2000) claims that
gapping in information occurs when there
is a need to exchange information where
one knows the information and the other
does not. For example, if two students
know that today is Tuesday and then
asked what day is today and they answer

that it is Tuesday, exchanging is not really
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communicative (Larsen—Freeman, 2000;

Watamni & Gholami, 2012).

Information gapping is based on asking
questions in which learners respond to
them, where answers are not known to the
questioner (Watamni & Gholami, 2012).
The practice of the language in this sense
is seen as a unnatural process since the
question being asked is not real, and the
answer being given is not real as well

(Watamni & Gholami, 2012).

Communicative language teaching

approaches are essential to gain effective

1983).

Therefore, teaching the language should

communication (Littlewood,
be based on the communicative principles
(Watamni & Gholami, 2012). In other
words, communicative activities should be
carried out in EFL classrooms in order for
the students to develop their
communicative competence, and to make
them able to communicate through using
the language (Watamni & Gholami, 2012).
This is what has been ignored to a great
extent in Libyan English classrooms. That
is, many EFL Libyan teachers focus
mostly on teaching grammar which push

learner focus on learning grammar rules

Number Age | Context of Study Level
10| 16-2 | Othman Ben | 3" year
0 | Affan High
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and a certain number of vocabulary.
Perhaps that is why Libyan EFL high
school students are not able to speak
communicatively in English despite their
considerable knowledge of grammatical
rules and vocabulary. There are various
types of communicative approaches
including activities and tasks which can be
used in language teaching and which
encourage students communicate with
each other. Some of these tasks are
based on the information-gap tasks and

activities.
Research Methodology

Design of the study, population and
sampling
Quasi experimental method design was
adopted in order to determine the impact
of information—gap tasks on EFL Libyan
high school learners' oral performance. As
shown in table 1, two groups of students,
experimental group (receiving treatment)
and control group (without treatment), who
were selected randomly. T-test for
independent groups were done through
inferential statistics as to put research
hypotheses to test covariance and

analysis.

Table 1. Profile of participants
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School in Sebha

10 | 16-2 | Fazzan High
0 | School in Sebha

3" year

Instruments and data collection
To collect data from the students, the
researcher made use of Pair-work and
Group-work Book published by
Cambridge University Press (Levy, M., &
Murqgatroyd, 2009). A pre-test and a
post-test for the experimental group and
the control group were administered. The
tests were about 10 to 15 minutes and
included different components such as
vocabulary, pronunciation, grammar,
fluency and comprehension. They were

done orally (i.e., through oral interview).

Research procedure
Handouts based on information, language
structures, and vocabulary were prepared.
Then, pieces of information on two sets of
handouts were deleted. For example,
handout A has some information deleted

that handout B should provide.

The teaching process was based on
information gap concept and
communicative approach which was
hypothesized to develop oral performance
of the experimental group while the control
group was taught by the ordinary method.
All the needed aids and materials (lesson

plan, worksheets, laptop, pictures, songs,

video, digital camera, and others) were
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prepared to conduct the experiment. The
speaking pre-test was prepared with
some key words and the students' marks
were recorded using oral speaking rubric
for both groups. The results were
recorded and statistically analyzed.
Twelve English language sessions for
each group conducted. Four of them were
devoted for evaluation and testing. The
speaking post-test was applied upon the
experimental group and the control one.

The results were recorded and statistically

analyzed.

Scoring (The Oral Speaking Rubric)
Harris's testing scale model was used to
measure the students' oral performance.
According to Harris's model, this study
also assessed students' oral performance
on five major criteria, comprehension,
pronunciation, vocabulary, grammar and
fluency. The characteristics of each
criterion were defined into four short
behavioral statements as to achieve test
reliability. This can help to avoid
subjectivity since it provides clear, precise
and mutually, exclusive behavioral
statements for each point of the scale.

The amount of maximum score was 2( for

each question of the oral speaking test.
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Data analysis and results
The objective of the current study was to
investigate the impact of applying
information—gap tasks in Libyan EFL

students' speaking performance.

The goal for testing the hypothesis of this
study was to examine the mean

differences in the oral performance of the
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control group and the experimental group.
Therefore, t-test for independent groups

was used.

The means of the performance of the
control group and the experimental group
on the pre—test were calculated In order to
make sure of the homogeneity of the

groups, as shown in figure 1.

9.2

/4

8.8
8.6
8.4
8.2

Control Group

- 8

Experimental Group

Figure [. Mean scores of the control group and the experimental group in the pre—test

As shown in figure 1, no significant
difference was seen between the means
of the two groups in the pre—test. The test
was administered to both groups
simultaneously at the end of the
experiment as to find out if the intended
treatment had produced any significant

differences in the oral performance of the

subjects. On the basis of this assumption,
a null hypothesis was developed (i.e.,
there is no meaningful difference between
the means of the groups after the
treatment). The results of the post-test for
both of the groups are presented in the

following figure.




M Experimental Group

M Control Group

Figure 2. A comparison of the experimental and the confrol group concerning pronunciation and grammar performance

un
Hs

® Experimental Group 8

H Control Group

Figure 3. A comparison of the experimental and the conltrol group concerning vocabulary, fluency and reading

comprehension performance

Table.4.2 Mean scores of the groups for the post-test

Group | No. of Mean Std. Deviation

the

students
Speakin | Experimental 10 2.667 0.611
g Control 10 1.278 0.4609




test with the significance level (0.000) as
illustrated in table 4.2 indicates statistical
significant difference in a level less than
0.001. It indicates a significant difference
in the speaking performance of the
experimental group (M=2.667) compared
to the control group (M=1.278). This can
confirm the approval of the hypothesis
which is implementing information—gap
tasks can help high school EFL students
improve their speaking skill when they

perform oral tasks.

Discussion
The findings are in line with the
conclusions from several previous studies
in using information—gap activities in EFL
classrooms. Defrioka (2009) conducted a
study which proved that EFL students'
speaking skill can be improved through
implementing information—gap activities.
Therefore, pair work and group work can
contribute to improve students' oral
performance. Information—gap activities
can increase learners' autonomy towards
learning (Hess, 2001). Another study
conducted by Karimi (2010) revealed
information—-gap tasks increased EFL
learners’ competence, autonomy and
learned new words. Therefore, learners in
the experimental group appeared to be
less dependent upon teacher's assistance.
Jondeya (2011) conducted a study on

using information—gap tasks on eight EFL
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students to enhance their speaking skill.
The results proved that there were
significant differences in the mean scores
between the oral pre-test and the oral
post-test in the experimental group in
each level of speaking in favor of the
post-test. The results also indicated that
there were significant differences in the
mean scores of each level of the oral
performance in the post-test for the
experimental group compared with the

control group.

Comparing the present study with previous
studies, the findings proved that using
information—gap activities as a method to
improve students' speaking ability had a
significant impact on improving students'
speaking proficiency. As a result, it can be
concluded that information—gap activities
can improve student-student  and
teacher—students interaction. They can
also increase speaking opportunities
where students can communicate and

interact. Furthermore, they can encourage

students to practice language.

Conclusion
Many educators in language pedagogy
believe that EFL effective learning takes
place when learners are actively involved
in learning process. They also claim that

learners should be able to use language



for communication and interaction. This is
because language is not only based on
learning grammar and vocabulary. In order
to students be able to understand their
meaning across, they should be

competent.

Achieving this goal can be done through
many techniques and activities which
make students practice the language
communicatively in classroom, which could
make them competent and result in

increasing motivation towards learning.

Communicative language teaching is an
information—gap activity which is similar
and reacted to real life situations and
requires students to obtain missing
information through interaction with each
other. For example, students who do not
have any information about a particular
topic need to obtain it from those who

know it.

As to find an appropriate answer to the
research questions, some information—gap
tasks in an English classroom were
implemented on the experimental group.
The results of the pre-test which was
administered to both experimental group
and control group were compared. They
showed that the oral performance of the
experimental group was much better than
the control group. So it was concluded that
implementing information—gap tasks in

Libyan EFL classrooms affects positively

drwoillg duguyill Alwlyall agajliw dlaa (s 02023 plel grigys (2) saell
I ———

the students' speaking performance; the
students who had exposure to these tasks
may able to communicate much more
efficiently than those who did not have

such exposure.
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Appendices

Appendix A: A pre-test and post-test for the experimental group and control group
1. Tell me about yourself-———————————

What is your name? ——————————-
How old are you? ————————-

What do you do? ————————

Where are you from? ——————————

Where do you leave? ———————————

What do you like? —————————~

Do you have any pets? ——————————-

What are your favorite possessions? ———————————

2. Now let's talk about your family—————————-
How many brothers and sisters you have got? —————————
How many cousins you have got? ——————————-
How old is your youngest relative? ——————————-

Who is your favorite relative? ————————-

11



drwoillg duguyill Aibwlyall pgajli dlaa (o (02023 plel grigs «(2) aaell

3. Now let's talk about your day, have a look at this picture——————————-

When do you usually get up in the morning? ————————-
What time do you go to school every day? —————————-
When do you have lunch? —————————

How do you usually get home? —————————-

Do you do your homework? ——————————-

What time do you usually go to bed? —————————-

Appendix B: Information—gap task adopted from Pair-work and Group—work Book
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